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Please note that this policy supersedes and replaces any equivalent policies or sections 

of policies.  This policy is non contractual and can therefore be amended without 

consultation. Before you use this policy, please check you have the latest version using 

the footer reference and Learn-AT Policy Index.  

This policy applies to all Learn Academies Trust schools and should be read in 

conjunction with the latest associated guidance issued by Learn-AT.  

 

The policy does not apply to agency workers, consultants or self-employed contractors.  

1. Objectives Of The Policy 

1.1. The objective of this policy is to provide a mechanism by which schools can 

appeal to the trust on matters relating to the pooling of GAG by the MAT 

2. Background 

2.1. According to the Academies Financial Handbook: 

• A MAT has freedom to amalgamate a proportion of GAG for its academies to 

form one central fund. This fund can then be used to meet the normal running 

costs at any of its constituent academies within the trust.  

• In accordance with its funding agreement a MAT must not pool PFI funding.  

• The MAT must consider the funding needs and allocations of each constituent 

academy and must have an appeals mechanism. If a constituent academy’s 

principal feels that the academy has been unfairly treated, they should 

appeal to the trust. If the principal’s grievance is not resolved, they can 

appeal to the Secretary of State, via ESFA, whose decision will be final and 

who can dis-apply the provisions for pooling. 

3. Appeals Process 

3.1. The constituent academies have 10 working days from the issuing of Learn 

Academies Trust Annual Budget Guidelines to appeal  

3.2. Appeals should be made in writing directly to the Chair of Trustees 

3.3. The Chair of Trustees will nominate a Trustee or group of Trustees to consider the 

appeal 

3.4. The Chair of Trustees will notify the academy of the decision made by the 

nominated Trustee or group of Trustees within 10 working days of receipt of the 

written appeal 


	1. Objectives Of The Policy
	2. Background
	3. Appeals Process

